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Reccived Nov. 14, 1768.

XXXIX. Defeription of a Punic Coin ap-
pertaining to the Ifle of Gozo, hitherto at-
tributed to that of Malta, by the Learned.
In a Letter to Mathew Maty, M. D,
Sec. R. §S. from the Rev. John Swinton,
B. D. F.R. 8. Cufos Archivorum of the
Univerfity of Oxford, Member of the
Academy degli Apatifti az Florence, and
of the Etrulcan Academy of Cortona in
Tufcany.

Good Sir,

Read Dec 22, HE Punic medal before me (fee T a 3.

1768. XIL n. 4.), of whichI fend you a
fhort account in this paper, has been publithed (1) by
F. Montfaucon, (2) the Marquis Scipio Maffei, and
Sig. (3) Abate Venuti; but not by Paruta and Lafta-

(1) Montfauc. 4nt. Expl. T. II. par. 2. p. 293.
(2) Maff. Veron. Illufir. Lib. Ill. c. vii. p. 259. In Verona,

1732.

(3) Ridolfino Venut. Differtaz. [opra aleun. Medagl. Maltef,
in Saggi di Differtaz, Aecademich. pubblic. let. nells Nobil. Accadem,
Etrufc. dell” antichif. Cit. di Certona. Tom.l. p. 36, 37. In
Roma, 1735,
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nofa, as Sig. (4) Abate Venuti has been pleafed to af-
fert. Onone fide the head of a woman veiled prefents
itfelf to our view, and on the other three Egyptian
figures, according to the Marquis Scipio Maffei,
*Tis obfervable that my medal, as well as that com-
municated to the learned world by the laft mentioned
author, exhibits a fort of wings fixed on the hips of
the two exterior figures, though nothing like fuch wings
is vifible on the fimilar medal publithed by Sig. Abate
Venuti. M. 'Abbé Barthelemy (5) may be fup-
pofed to have had an eye to this coin, when he in-
formed us, ¢ that the god Ofiris appears with his attri-
¢ butes on the medals which the Pheenicians ftruck
<« in the ifle of Malta;” and to have confidered the
fymbols on the reverfe, whatever they were origi-
nally expreflive of, as relative to the worfhip of
Ofiris which prevailed amongft the Pheenicians in that
ifland. The Marquis Scipio Maffei feems to take
the whole type to be Egyptian, and to point out to us
fome mode of the Egyptian fuperftition; but Sig.
Abate Venuti will have the figure in the middle to be
the god (6) Mithra, and the other two worfhipers of
that deity, each of them feeming to offer a patera
to him. Which of thefe opinions is true, or whe=
ther any of them be fo, I fhall not at prefent take
upon me to decide. '

That this medal was at firft adorned with a thort
Punic infeription on the reverfe, formed of the let-
ters Koph, Lamed, and Nun, and confequently ftruck

(4) Venut. ubi fup. p. 36. .
(6 5) Mem. de Litter. &c. Tom, XXXII. p. 737, A Paris,
1768.
(6) Venut. ubi fup. p. 37. .
m
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in the ifle of cAvLos, or Gozo, is plainly deducible
from the (7) draughts of it publifhed by the Marquis
Scipio Maffei and Sig. Abate Venuti. The latter, how-
ever, of thofe draughts approaches nearer the original
than the former, with regard to the infcription, though
neither of them gives us a perfect reprefentation of the
letters the piece exhibits. Of thofe lettérs the laft
only, of Nun, has been preferved intire on my coin,
and this is fo faint that it is little more than barely
vifible. Part of the fecond is juft perceptible, and feems
to indicate the whole to have been Lamed, as that ele-
ment appears on the coin of Gozo by me formerly
defcribed.  The firft letter is {o totally defaced that
not the fainteft traces of it can be difcerned. I muft
net forget to obferve, that the form of the Nun here
is perfectly fimilar to, or rather exactly the fame
with, thaton the medal of Gozo I have lately ex-
plained, though fomewhat different from the cha-
raCters endued with the power of that element on all
the draughts of the coins of Gozo that have hitherto
appeared.

It may not be improper to remark, that the picce
Tam confidering will bring a frefh acceflion of ftrength
to what has been advanced in (R) one of my former
papers, relative to this {pecies of coins, as well as to
the Punic or Pheenician name of the people anti-
ently inhabiting the ifle of Gozo. I fhall forbear at
prefent drawing any other conclufion from the me-
dal before me, or rather from the very faint remains of
the Punic charaéters it has handed down to us,

(7) Scip. M:ff. & Ridolfin. Venut. ubi fup.
(8) Ikilojph. Tranfact, Vol, LVIIL Tas. XI. p.235—245:
5 whic
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which are the principal obje& of my attention hered
What has been farther offered by F. Montfaucon,
- the Marquis Scipio Maffei, and Sig. Abate Venuti;
both with refpet to the veiled head (g) and the
fymbols on the reverfe, will probably be deemed
little better than vague conjeCtures, fcarce meriting
the attention of the learned.

You will confider this as a fmall appendix to the
paper lately fent the Royal Society on (10) a Punic
coin, which I attributed to the ifle of Gozo; and
believe me to be, with the higheft regard,

Good Sir,
Your much obliged.
and moft obedient,

humble fervant,

€hrift-Church, Oxon, . -
Nov. 10, 1768. John Swinton.,

) Montfauc. Maff. & Venut. ubi fup.
(10) Philof. Tranfact. Vol, LVIIL. T aB. XI. p. 235—243.
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